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Budget and Rent Setting Report and Treasury Management Strategy Report 
2007/08 – England – HRA Authorities 
 
Recommendations 
 
This report outlines the Council’s prudential indicators for 2007/08 – 2009/10 and 
sets out the expected treasury operations for this period.  It fulfils three key reports 
required by the Local Government Act 2003: 

• The reporting of the prudential indicators as required by the CIPFA Prudential 
Code for Capital Finance in Local Authorities (Appendix A); 

• The treasury strategy in accordance with the CIPFA Code of Practice on 
Treasury Management (Appendix B); 

• The investment strategy (in accordance with the DCLG investment guidance) 
(Appendix B).  

A summary report outlines the key requirements from these reports. 
 
The Council is recommended to: 
 
1. Adopt the Prudential Indicators and Limits for 2007/08 to 2009/10 contained 

within Part A of the report.   
2. Approve the Treasury Management Strategy 2007/08, and the treasury 

Prudential Indicators contained within Part B. 
3. Approve the Investment Strategy 2007/08 contained in the treasury 

management strategy (Part B), and the detailed criteria included in Annex 
B1.   

 
Executive Summary 

Capital Expenditure - The projected capital expenditure is expected to be: 

Capital expenditure 
 

2006/07 
Revised 
£’000 

2007/08 
Estimated 

£’000 

2008/09 
Estimated 

£’000 

2009/10 
Estimated 

£’000 

Non HRA 6,611 5,206 2,170 2,170 

HRA 7,432 6,020 5,878 5,916 

Total 14,043 11,226 8,048 8,086 

 
Debt Requirement - Part of the capital expenditure programme will be financed 
directly (through Government Grants, capital receipts etc.), leaving a residue which 
will increase the Council’s external borrowing requirement (its Capital Financing 
Requirement – CFR).  The General Fund CFR is reduced each year by a statutory 
revenue charge for the repayment of debt (there is no requirement for an HRA 
charge). 
 

Capital Financing 
Requirement  

2006/07 
Revised 
£’000 

2007/08 
Estimated 

£’000 

2008/09 
Estimated 

£’000 

2009/10 
Estimated 

£’000 

Non HRA 5,361 6,181 7,891 9,532 

HRA 2,159 2,159 2,159 2,159 

Total 7,520 8,340 10,050 11,691 
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Against this borrowing need (the CFR), the Council’s expected external debt position 
for each year (the Operational Boundary), and the maximum amount it could borrow 
(the Authorised Limit) are: 
 

 2006/07 
Revised 
£’000 

2007/08 
Estimated 

£’000 

2008/09 
Estimated 

£’000 

2009/10 
Estimated 

£’000 

Authorised limit  15,000 17,000 18,000 20,000 

Operational boundary  8,000 11,000 12,000 14,000 

 
The impact of the new schemes being approved as part of this budgetary cycle on 
Council Tax and housing rents are expected to be:  
 

Incremental impact of 
capital investment 
decisions (£) on: 

2006/07 
Revised 

2007/08 
Estimated 

2008/09 
Estimated 

2009/10 
Estimated 

Band D Council Tax 0 £0.50 £1.95 £3.79 

Housing rents levels * * * * 

* A full stock condition survey will be undertaken during 2007/08 following which the 
outcome will be reflected in the revised Capital Programme.  The indicators will be 

calculated following the revision of the Programme. 

 

Investments – The resources applied to finance the capital spend above is one of 
the elements which influence the overall resources of the Council. The expected 
position of Council’s year-end resources (balances, capital receipts, etc.) is shown 
below supplemented with the expected cash flow position to provide an overall 
estimate of the year-end investment position.  The prudential indicator limiting longer-
term investments is also shown. 
 

 2006/07 
Revised 
£’000 

2007/08 
Estimated 

£’000 

2008/09 
Estimated 

£’000 

2009/10 
Estimated 

£’000 

Total resources  22,298 19,587 17,346 15,336 

Working Capital  (1,020) (1,520) (1,520) (1,520) 

Total Investments 21,278 18,067 15,826 13,816 

Principal sums invested > 364 days £m 
11 

£m 
9 

£m 
7 
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Part A 
The Prudential Indicators 2007/08 – 2008/09 
 
Introduction 

1. The Local Government Act 2003 requires the Council to adopt the CIPFA 
Prudential Code and produce prudential indicators.  This report revises the 
indicators for 2006/07, 2007/08 and 2008/09, and introduces new indicators 
for 2009/10.  Each indicator either summarises the expected activity or 
introduces limits upon the activity, and reflects the outcome of the Council’s 
underlying capital appraisal systems. 

2. Within this overall prudential framework there is a clear impact on the 
Council’s treasury management activity, either through borrowing or 
investment activity.  As a consequence the treasury management strategy for 
2007/08 is included as Part B to complement the indicators, and this report 
includes the prudential indicators relating to the treasury activity.   

The Capital Expenditure Plans  

3. The Council’s capital expenditure plans are summarised below and this forms 
the first of the prudential indicators.  This expenditure can be paid for 
immediately (by resources such as capital receipts, capital grants etc.), but if 
resources are insufficient any residual expenditure will form a borrowing 
need.   

4. A certain level of capital expenditure will be grant supported by the 
Government; anything above this level will be unsupported and will need to 
be paid for from the Council’s own resources.  The Government retains an 
option to control either the total of all councils’ plans, or those of a specific 
council, although no control has yet been required. 

5. The key risks to the plans are that the level of Government support has been 
estimated and is therefore subject to change.  Similarly some of estimates for 
other sources of funding, such as capital receipts, may also be subject to 
change over this timescale. 

6. The Council is asked to approve the summary capital expenditure projections 
below.  This forms the first prudential indicator: 

 2006/07 
Revised 
£’000 

2007/08 
Estimated 

£’000 

2008/09 
Estimated 

£’000 

2009/10 
Estimated 

£’000 

Capital Expenditure     

Non-HRA 6,611 5,206 2,170 2,170 

HRA 7,432 6,020 5,878 5,916 

Financed by:     

Capital receipts 1,404 2,696 - 2,196 

Capital grants 150 1,076 213 213 

Capital reserves 12,489 6,020 5,878 3,720 

Revenue - 400 - - 

Net financing need for 
the year 

 
- 

 
1,034 

 
1,957 

 
1,957 

The Council’s Borrowing Need (the Capital Financing Requirement) 

7. The second prudential indicator is the Council’s Capital Financing 
Requirement (CFR).  The CFR is simply the total outstanding capital 
expenditure which has not yet been paid for from either revenue or capital 
resources.  It is essentially a measure of Council’s underlying borrowing 
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need.  The capital expenditure above which has not immediately been paid 
for will increase the CFR.   

8. The Council is required to pay off an element of the accumulated General 
Fund capital spend each year through a revenue charge (the Minimum 
Revenue Provision), although it is also allowed to undertake additional 
voluntary payments. 

9. The Council is asked to approve the CFR projections below: 

 2006/07 
Revised 
£’000 

2007/08 
Estimated 

£’000 

2008/09 
Estimated 

£’000 

2009/10 
Estimated 

£’000 

Capital Financing Requirement 

CFR – Non Housing 5,361 6,181 7,891 9,532 

CFR - Housing 2,159 2,159 2,159 2,159 

Total CFR 7,520 8,340 10,050 11,691 

Movement in CFR (246) 820 1,710 1,641 

     

Movement in CFR represented by 

Net financing need for 
the year (above) 

  
- 

 
1,034 

 
1,957 

 
1,957 

MRP/VRP and other 
financing movements 

 
(246) 

 
(214) 

 
(247) 

 
(316) 

Movement in CFR (246) 820 1,710 1,641 

The Use of the Council’s resources and the Investment Position 

10. The application of resources (capital receipts, reserves etc.) to either finance 
capital expenditure or support the revenue budget will have an ongoing 
impact on investments unless resources are supplemented each year from 
new sources (asset sales etc.).  Detailed below are estimates of the year-end 
balances for each resource and anticipated day-to-day cash flow balances. 

 Year End Resources 
 

2006/07 
Revised 
£’000 

2007/08 
Estimated 

£’000 

2008/09 
Estimated 

£’000 

2009/10 
Estimated 

£’000 

Fund balances 9,367 8,046 8,071 8,609 

Capital receipts 3,624 5,353 5,853 4,157 

Earmarked reserves 4,166 3,590 3,202 2,570 

Major Repairs Reserve 5,141 2,598 220 - 

Total Core Funds 22,298 19,587 17,346 15,336 

Working Capital* (1,020) (1,520) (1,520) (1,520) 

Expected Investments 21,278 18,067 15,826 13,816 

* Working capital balances shown are estimated year-end; these may be higher mid 
year. Working Capital is adjusted by under-borrowed position. 

Limits to Borrowing Activity 

11. Within the prudential indicators there are a number of key indicators to ensure 
the Council operates its activities within well defined limits 

12. For the first of these the Council needs to ensure that its total borrowing net of 
any investments, does not, except in the short term, exceed the total of the 
CFR in the preceding year plus the estimates of any additional CFR for 
2007/08 and next two financial years.  This allows some flexibility for limited 
early borrowing for future years.   
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 2006/07 
Revised 
£’000 

2007/08 
Estimated 

£’000 

2008/09 
Estimated 

£’000 

2009/10 
Estimated 

£’000 

Gross Borrowing 4,500 4,820 6,530 8,171 

Investments 21,278 18,067 15,826 13,816 

Net Borrowing (16,778) (13,247) (9,296) (5,645) 

CFR 7,520 8,340 10,050 11,691 

13. The Corporate Head for Finance and Resources reports that the Council 
complied with this prudential indicator in the current year and does not 
envisage difficulties for the future.  This view takes into account current 
commitments, existing plans, and the proposals in this budget report. 

14. A further two prudential indicators control or anticipate the overall level of 
borrowing.  These are: 

15. The Authorised Limit for External Debt – This represents a limit beyond 
which external debt is prohibited, and this limit needs to be set or revised by 
full Council.  It reflects the level of external debt which, while not desired, 
could be afforded in the short term, but is not sustainable in the longer term.  
This is the statutory limit determined under section 3 (1) of the Local 
Government Act 2003. 

16. The Operational Boundary for External Debt –This indicator is based on 
the expected maximum external debt during the course of the year; it is not a 
limit.   

17. The Council is asked to approve the following Authorised Limit and 
Operational Boundary: 

Authorised limit  2006/07 
Revised 
£’000 

2007/08 
Estimated 

£’000 

2008/09 
Estimated 

£’000 

2009/10 
Estimated 

£’000 

Borrowing 15,000 17,000 18,000 20,000 

Other long term 
liabilities 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

Total 15,000 17,000 18,000 20,000 

Operational 
Boundary  

2006/07 
Revised 
£’000 

2007/08 
Estimated 

£’000 

2008/09 
Estimated 

£’000 

2009/10 
Estimated 

£’000 

Borrowing 8,000 11,000 12,000 14,000 

Other long term 
liabilities 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

 
- 

Total 8,000 11,000 12,000 14,000 

 
Affordability Prudential Indicators 

 
18. The previous sections cover the overall capital and control of borrowing 

prudential indicators, but within this framework prudential indicators are 
required to assess the affordability of the capital investment plans.   These 
provide an indication of the impact of the capital investment plans on the 
overall Council’s finances.  The Council is asked to approve the following 
indicators: 

19. Actual and Estimates of the ratio of financing costs to net revenue 
stream – This indicator identifies the trend in the cost of capital (borrowing 
and other long term obligation costs net of investment income) against the net 
revenue stream. 
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 2006/07 
Revised 

% 

2007/08 
Estimated 

% 

2008/09 
Estimated 

% 

2009/10 
Estimated 

% 

Non-HRA (3.69%) (2.05%) -0.07% 1.57% 

HRA (2.43%) (1.53%) (1.03%) (0.76%) 

 
20. The estimates of financing costs include current commitments and the 

proposals in this budget report. 
 

21. Estimates of the incremental impact of capital investment decisions on 
the Council Tax – This indicator identifies the revenue costs associated with 
new schemes introduced to the three year capital programme recommended 
in this budget report compared to the Council’s existing approved 
commitments and current plans.  The assumptions are based on the budget, 
but will invariably include some estimates, such as the level of government 
support, which are not published over a three year period. 

 
22. Incremental impact of capital investment decisions on the Band D 

Council Tax 
 

 Proposed 
Budget 
2007/08 

£ 

Forward 
Projection 
2008/09 

£ 

Forward 
Projection 
2009/10 

£ 

Council Tax - Band D £0.50 £1.95 £3.79 

 

23. Estimates of the incremental impact of capital investment decisions on 
Housing Rent levels – Similar to the Council tax calculation this indicator 
identifies the trend in the cost of proposed changes in the housing capital 
programme recommended in this budget report compared to the Council’s 
existing commitments and current plans, expressed as a discrete impact on 
weekly rent levels.   

 
24. Incremental impact of capital investment decisions Housing Rent levels 

 

 Proposed 
Budget 
2007/08 

£ 

Forward 
Projection 
2008/09 

£ 

Forward 
Projection 
2009/10 

£ 

Weekly Housing Rent levels * * * 

* A full stock condition survey will be undertaken during 2007/08 following which the 
outcome will be reflected in the revised Capital Programme.  The indicators will be 
calculated following the revision of the Programme. 

25. This indicator shows the revenue impact on any newly approved schemes, 
although any discrete impact will be constrained by rent controls. 
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Part B 
Treasury Management Strategy 2007/08 – 2009/10 

 
1. The treasury management service is an important part of the overall financial 

management of the Council’s affairs.  The prudential indicators in Appendix A 
consider the affordability and impact of capital expenditure decisions, and set 
out the Council’s overall capital framework.  The treasury service considers 
the effective funding of these decisions.  Together they form part of the 
process which ensures the Council meets balanced budget requirement 
under the Local Government Finance Act 1992.  There are specific treasury 
prudential indicators included in this strategy which require approval. 

2. The Council’s treasury activities are strictly regulated by statutory 
requirements and a professional code of practice (the CIPFA Code of 
Practice on Treasury Management).  This Council adopted the Code of 
Practice on Treasury Management on 23rd June 2004, and as a result 
adopted a Treasury Management Policy Statement. This adoption meets the 
requirements of the first of the treasury prudential indicators. 

3. The Constitution requires an annual strategy to be reported to Council 
outlining the expected treasury activity for the forthcoming 3 years.  A key 
requirement of this report is to explain both the risks, and the management of 
the risks, associated with the treasury service.  A further treasury report is 
produced after the year-end to report on actual activity for the year. 

4. This strategy covers: 

• The Council’s debt and investment projections;  

• The expected movement in interest rates; 

• The Council’s borrowing and investment strategies; 

• Treasury performance indicators; 

• Specific limits on treasury activities; 

• Any local treasury issues. 

Debt and Investment Projections 2007/08 – 2009/10 

5. The borrowing requirement comprises the expected movement in the CFR 
and any maturing debt which will need to be re-financed.  The table below 
shows this effect on the treasury position over the next three years.  It also 
highlights the expected change in investment balances. 

 2006/07 
Revised 
£’000 

2007/08 
Estimated 

£’000 

2008/09 
Estimated 

£’000 

2009/10 
Estimated 

£’000 

External Debt 

Debt at 1 April  5,500 4,500 4,820 6,530 

Movement in CFR - 820 1,710 1,641 

Maturing Debt Replacement* (1,000) (500) - - 

Adjustment for prior years - - - - 

Debt at 31 March 4,500 4,820 6,530 8,171 

Annual change in debt (1,000) 320 1,710 1,641 

Investments 

Total Investments at 31 
March 

 
21,278 

 
18,067 

 
15,826 

 
13,816 

Investment change (11,198) (3,211) (2,241) (2,010) 
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 Historically the Council’s policy is not to replace maturing debt.  This policy may be 
subject to review in light of the financial market. 

6. The related impact of the above movements on the revenue budget are: 

 2006/07 
Revised 
£’000 

2007/08 
Estimated 

£’000 

2008/09 
Estimated 

£’000 

2009/10 
Estimated 

£’000 

Revenue Budgets     

Interest on Borrowing  455 432 492 576 

Related HRA Charge 178 173 151 135 

Net general Fund Borrowing 
Cost 

 
9.88% 

 
8.92% 

 
7.60% 

 
6.88% 

Investment income 1,726 1271 954 792 

 

Expected Movement in Interest Rates  

 
7. Buoyant economic activity in 2006 and the strength of external cost pressures 

prompted a tightening of monetary policy as the Monetary Policy Committee 
sought to contain a rise in inflation to the upper levels of the Government’s 
target range. 

8. Official concerns have abated but the continued risks of a revival in inflation 
pressures via increased pay settlements, buoyant consumer spending and 
rising unit costs suggest the Bank of England will maintain a cautious policy 
approach to rates through much of 2007. 

9. Higher rates in the UK, US and Euro-zone will eventually lead to a 
deceleration in economic activity and a diminution of inflation pressures. This 
will leave some scope for a modest reduction in short term interest rates, a 
trend that will be followed by longer term fixed rates.  

Borrowing Strategy 2007/08 – 2009/10 

10. The uncertainty over future interest rates increases the risks associated with 
treasury activity.  As a result the Council will take a cautious approach to its 
treasury strategy. 

11. Long-term fixed interest rates are expected to rise modestly and base rates 
are expected to peak at 5.75%.  The Corporate Head of Finance and 
Resources, under delegated powers, will take the most appropriate form of 
borrowing depending on the prevailing interest rates at the time, taking into 
account the risks shown in the forecast above.  It is likely that longer term 
fixed rates will be considered if borrowing levels remain relatively low.   

12. With the likelihood of increasing interest rates debt restructuring is likely to 
take place later in the financial year or in future years, although the Corporate 
Head Finance and Resources and treasury consultants will monitor prevailing 
rates for any opportunities during the year. 

 

 

 Base Rate 
Ave % 

5-year Gilt 
Ave % 

20-yr Gilt 
Ave % 

50-yr Gilt 
Ave % 

2006/07 4.8 4.9 4.4 4.0 

2007/08 5.1 4.9 4.6 4.0 

2008/09 4.8 4.5 4.3 3.9 

2009/10 4.5 4.5 4.3 3.9 
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Investment Counterparty and Liquidity Framework 

13. The primary principle governing the Council’s investment criteria is the 
security of its investments, although the yield or return on the investment is 
also a key consideration.  After this main principle the Council will ensure: 

• It has sufficient liquidity in its investments.  For this purpose it will set 
out procedures for determining the maximum periods for which funds 
may prudently be committed.  These procedures also apply to the 
Council’s prudential indicators covering the maximum principal sums 
invested.   

• It maintains a policy covering both the categories of investment types 
it will invest in, criteria for choosing investment counterparties with 
adequate security, and monitoring their security.  This is set out in the 
Specified and Non-Specified investment sections below. 

14. The Corporate Head of Finance and Resources will maintain a counterparty 
list in compliance with the following criteria and will revise the criteria and 
submit them to Council for approval as necessary.  This criteria is separate to 
that which chooses Specified and Non-Specified investments as it selects 
which counterparties the Council will choose rather than defining what its 
investments are.  

• Banks – the Council will use only English and Scottish clearing banks 
and their subsidiaries.  However the Council’s treasury management 
advisors have proposed that a review is undertaken concerning the 
bank listing for the Authority.  For overseas the Council will only use 
banks with a F1+ rating for short term and AA rating for long term. 

• Building Societies – the Council will use only the top 30 listed 
Building Societies. 

• UK Government (including gilts and the DMO) 

• Local Authorities, Parish Councils etc 

• Supranational institutions 

 

19. The proposed criteria for Specified and Non-Specified investments are shown 
in Annex B1 for approval.  

20. In the normal course of the council’s cash flow operations it is expected that 
both Specified and Non-specified investments will be utilised for the control of 
liquidity as both categories allow for short term investments.   

21. The use of longer term instruments (greater than one year from inception to 
repayment) will fall in the Non-specified investment category.  These 
instruments will only be used where the Council’s liquidity requirements are 
safeguarded.  This will also be limited by the investment prudential indicator 
below. 

Investment Strategy 2007/08 – 2009/10 

22. Expectations on shorter-term interest rates, on which investment decisions 
are based, show a likelihood of peaking at 5¼% in early 2007.  The Council’s 
investment decisions are based on comparisons between the rises priced into 
market rates against the Council’s and advisers own forecasts.   It is likely 
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that investment decisions will be made for longer periods with fixed 
investments rates to lock in good value and security of return if opportunities 
arise.  The Corporate Head of Finance and Resources, under delegated 
powers, will undertake the most appropriate form of investments depending 
on the prevailing interest rates at the time, taking into account the risks shown 
in the forecast above.  

Treasury Management Prudential Indicators and Limits on Activity 

23. There are four further treasury prudential indicators.  The purpose of these 
prudential indicators is to contain the activity of the treasury function within 
certain limits, thereby managing risk and reducing the impact of an adverse 
movement in interest rates.  However if these are set to be too restrictive they 
will impair the opportunities to reduce costs.  The indicators are: 

• Upper limits on variable interest rate exposure – This indicator 
identifies a maximum limit for variable interest rates based upon the 
debt position net of investments.  

• Upper limits on fixed interest rate exposure – Similar to the previous 
indicator this covers a maximum limit on fixed interest rates. 

• Maturity structures of borrowing – These gross limits are set to reduce 
the Council’s exposure to large fixed rate sums falling due for 
refinancing, and are required for upper and lower limits.  . 

• Total principal funds invested for greater than 364 days – These limits 
are set to reduce the need for early sale of an investment, and are 
based on the availability of funds after each year-end. 

24. The Council is asked to approve the following prudential indicators: 

 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 

Interest rate Exposures 

 Upper Upper Upper 

Limits on fixed interest 
rates based on net debt 

£9300 £10949 £12532 

Limits on variable interest 
rates based on net debt 

£2790 £3285 £3760 

Limits on fixed interest 
rates: 

• Debt only 
• Investments only 

 
 

100% 
100% 

 
 

100% 
100% 

 
 

100% 
100% 

Limits on variable interest 
rates 

• Debt only 
• Investments only 

 
 

30% 
30% 

 
 

30% 
30% 

 
 

30% 
30% 

Maturity Structure of fixed interest rate borrowing 2007/08 

 Lower Upper 

Under 12 months 0% 20% 

12 months to 2 years 0% 20% 

2 years to 5 years 0% 50% 

5 years to 10 years 0% 75% 

10 years and above 0% 100% 

Maximum principal sums invested > 364 days 

Principal sums invested > 
364 days 

£m 
11 

£m 
9 

£m 
7 
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Performance Indicators 

25. The Code of Practice on Treasury Management requires the Council to set 
performance indicators to assess the adequacy of the treasury function over 
the year.  These are distinct historic indicators, as opposed to the prudential 
indicators, which are predominantly forward looking.  Examples of 
performance indicators often used for the treasury function are: 

• Debt – Borrowing - Average rate of borrowing for the year compared 
to average available 

• Debt – Average rate movement year on year 

• Investments – Internal returns above the 7 day LIBID rate 

• Investments – External fund managers - returns 110% above 7 day 
compounded LIBID. 

The results of these indicators will be reported in the Treasury Annual Report 
for 2006/07. 

 



Appendix B 

12 

 Annex B1 

Treasury Management Practice (TMP) 1 (5) – Credit and Counterparty Risk 
Management 
  
The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (now DCLG) issued Investment Guidance on 
12th March 2004, and this forms the structure of the Council’s policy below.   These 
guidelines do not apply to either trust funds or pension funds which are under a 
different regulatory regime. 
 
The key intention of the Guidance is to maintain the current requirement for Councils 
to invest prudently, and that priority is given to security and liquidity before yield.  In 
order to facilitate this objective the guidance requires this Council to have regard to 
the CIPFA publication Treasury Management in the Public Services: Code of 
Practice and Cross-Sectoral Guidance Notes.  This Council has adopted the Code 
and will apply its principles to all investment activity.  In accordance with the Code, 
the Corporate Head of Finance and Resources has produced its treasury 
management practices.  This part, TMP 1(5), covering investment counterparty policy 
requires approval each year. 
 
Annual Investment Strategy - The key requirements of both the Code and the 
investment guidance are to set an annual investment strategy, as part of its annual 
treasury strategy for the following year, covering the identification and approval of 
following: 
 

• The strategy guidelines for decision making on investments, particularly 
non-specified investments. 

• The principles to be used to determine the maximum periods for which 
funds can be committed. 

• Specified investments the Council will use.  These are high security (i.e. 
high credit rating, although this is defined by the Council, and no 
guidelines are given), and high liquidity investments in sterling and with a 
maturity of no more than a year. 

• Non-specified investments, clarifying the greater risk implications, 
identifying the general types of investment that may be used and a limit to 
the overall amount of various categories that can be held at any time. 

 
 
The investment policy for the Council is: 
 
Strategy Guidelines – The main strategy guidelines are contained in the body of the 
treasury strategy statement. 
 
Specified Investments – These investments are sterling investments of not more 
than one-year maturity, or those which could be for a longer period but where the 
Council has the right to be repaid within 12 months if it wishes.  These are low risk 
assets where the possibility of loss of principal or investment income is small.  The 
Council’s Loan Officer is restricted to placing funds with: 
 
1.  The NatWest Bank (the Council’s bank) either via their Deposit Dealing desk 

or a Special Interest Bearing Account (SIBA) 
2.  The Alliance and Leicester Bank 
3.  HBOS Bank 
4.  The Principality Building Society 
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Amounts invested with any one institution shall not exceed £7M for periods of more 
than one month. 
 
Non-Specified Investments – Non-specified investments are any other type of 
investment (i.e. not defined as Specified above).  The identification and rationale 
supporting the selection of these other investments and the maximum limits to be 
applied are set out below.  Non specified investments would include any sterling 
investments with: 
 

 Non Specified Investment Category Limit (£ or %) 

a. Supranational Bonds greater than 1 year to maturity 

(a) Multilateral development bank bonds - These are bonds 
defined as an international financial institution having as one of 
its objects economic development, either generally or in any 
region of the world (e.g. European Investment Bank etc.).   

(b) A financial institution that is guaranteed by the United 
Kingdom Government (e.g. The Guaranteed Export Finance 
Company {GEFCO}) 

The security of interest and principal on maturity is on a par with 
the Government and so very secure, and these bonds usually 
provide returns above equivalent gilt edged securities. However 
the value of the bond may rise or fall before maturity and losses 
may accrue if the bond is sold before maturity.   

n/a 

 

 

 

 

 

b. Gilt edged securities with a maturity of greater than one year.  
These are Government bonds and so provide the highest 
security of interest and the repayment of principal on maturity. 
Similar to category (a) above, the value of the bond may rise or 
fall before maturity and losses may accrue if the bond is sold 
before maturity. 

n/a 

c. Building societies not meeting the basic security 
requirements under the specified investments.  The Council 
will include the top 30 building societies. 

25% 

d. Any bank or building society that has a minimum long term 
credit rating of AA, for deposits with a maturity of greater than 
one year (including forward deals in excess of one year from 
inception to repayment). 

25% 

e. Any non rated subsidiary of a credit rated institution included 
in the specified investment category.   

n/a 

f. Share capital or loan capital in a body corporate – The use of 
these instruments will be deemed to be capital expenditure, and 
as such will be an application (spending) of capital resources.  
Revenue resources will not be invested in corporate bodies. 

n/a 

 
 
The Monitoring of Investment Counterparties - The credit rating of counterparties 
will be monitored regularly.  The Council receives credit rating advice from its 
advisers, Butlers, on a daily basis as and when ratings change, and counterparties 
are checked promptly   On occasion ratings may be downgraded when an investment 
has already been made.  The criteria used are such that a minor downgrading should 
not affect the full receipt of the principal and interest.  Any counterparty failing to 
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meet the criteria will be removed from the list immediately by the Corporate Head of 
Finance and Resources, and if required new counterparties which meet the criteria 
will be added to the list. 
 
 Use of External Fund Managers – It is the Council’s policy to use external fund 
managers for part of its investment portfolio.  The fund managers will use both 
specified and non-specified investment categories.  Currently the Council has an 
Agreement with Tradition and Sterling International.  The fund managers are required 
to adhere to the following: 
 

• All investments restricted to sterling and denominated instruments 

• Investments made with local authorities, the top 30 building Societies, English 
and Scottish clearing banks (and their subsidiaries) and overseas banks.  The 
placing of funds with overseas banks is restricted to institutions with a credit 
rating of F1+ (short term loans) and AA rating (long term loans).  

• Amounts invested with any one institution or group should not exceed 25% of 
the fund value or a maximum of £8M for periods of more than one month. 

• Investments for periods exceeding 364 days limited to 25% of fund held. 

• Forward commitment investments limited to 25% of fund held. 

• Portfolio management is measured against the return provided by the 3 
months sterling LIBID. 

 
The performance of each manager is reviewed at least quarterly by the Corporate 
Head of Finance and Resources. 


